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Pole Testing 

In an effort to keep up with necessary maintenance and 

wear and tear absorbed by our system’s back bone 

(distribution poles) dealt by Mother Nature, each year Nio-

brara Electric defines and area to be scrutinized and 

tested. 

When testing identifies rotten or otherwise compromised 

poles, they are marked and recorded to be removed and re-

place as expediently as possible. Rarely, the reason for the 

compromise may signal a need to redesign line and if  so, 

that is noted as well. Additionally, pole tops, grounds & 

guy wires are inspected and poles are tagged with year of  

inspection numbers. 

Lusk community member, John Thayer, has been con-

tracted since 2012 to handle Niobrara Electric’s pole test-

ing needs. During this season of  testing (summer 2013), 

John will be covering an area approximately 55 by12 miles 

along NEA’s far eastern service territory in Nebraska, ac-

cumulating profiles on an estimated 4000 poles. 

Looking down as 

a hole is bored 

into the pole 

base, checking 

internal integrity. 
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Marathon water heaters are available through the NEA. We also have a rebate program for 

energy efficient motors. If you are interested in learning about the energy efficient motors and 

their accompanying rebates or if you are interesting in an energy efficient Marathon water 

heater, please contact Brooke Herren at 307-334-3221 or 800-322-0544. 
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www.niobrara-electric.org  

www.facebook.com/NiobraraElectric 

Members, below is a sample bill. Note the perforated portion at the bottom; detach at the perforation and return the bill 

stub with your payment. If you are paying multiple accounts, detach each bill stub (with it’s own account number) and 

include ALL stubs you intend payment on. The remaining portion is for your information and record keeping.  Please also 

indicate on the stub if the amount you are paying is different than the amount shown on the stub.  This makes sure that 

your money is applied to your accounts as you intend it to be.  

Perforation line 

Name and address 

Bill Stub to be 

sent with pay-

ment 

Name and address 

Retain this bill 

information por-

tion for your infor-

mation and re-

cordkeeping. 
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Fax: 307-334-2620 

  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—5:00 pm 

Fridays  7:30 am—

4:00 pm 

Electricians Department 

7:00 am—5:30 pm (M-F) 

Outages ....1-800-322-0544          

or 307-334-3221 

Phones are answered 24 hours a 

day.  Phones will be answered by 

Niobrara Electric Association 

during office hours and  the Nio-

brara County Sheriff’s office will 

take all other calls and dispatch 

NEA personnel.  

Energy use: myths and facts 

 

In the face of rising energy 

costs, consumers are looking for 

ways to reduce their energy use. 

Although there are a lot of good 

ideas out there, there also are a 

lot of misconceptions about 

what is really effective. Here are 

some of the most common 

myths and the facts to set you 

on the right path. 

 

Myth:  Screen savers reduce 

energy use. 
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Boardroom News 
April Board Meeting 

 Due to stormy weather, April’s Board Meeting was 

cancelled. 

 

In May we started the engineering and design process for another ONEOK pump station on the 

north end of the system west of Mule Creek Junction.  This station will be very similar to the one 

just outside Lusk, but is being built much closer to an existing transmission line. 

Another upcoming project is the rebuild on the line that runs from Lusk to Manville. This line is 

one of the lines that we rely on for a backup if either Lusk Rural or Lance Creek subs are out of 

service or need maintenance.  This line will also be relocated closer to Highway 20 to improve 

access to the line for maintenance and to reduce the amount of time it takes to patrol if there is 

an outage on it. 

The other large project that we have on the list for this year is to start removing idle line from the 

system.  According to NEA policy, if a service has been disconnected for more than 6 months, it 

is our option to remove the poles, wire and equipment that serve that location, unless the cus-

tomer wants to begin paying for the service to be available.  We are going to set our sights on 

older lines that would need extensive work to bring them back into a serviceable condition, lines 

with potential safety problems, and longer lines that serve no customers.  There are multiple 

issues with idle services.  First off, just like an idling car, they consume energy every minute of 

every day just by being energized.  Secondly, they expose the other customers on the same line 

to greater potential for outages from lighting, car accidents and wildlife.  Lastly, they also expose 

the coop to greater maintenance costs by just being out there due to pole testing costs, pole 

replacement costs, and any other materials that may fail and need replacement.  If you have one 

of these types of services in your area, don’t be surprised if we contact you about removal of the 

line.  If you have a service that you no longer plan to use, feel free to contact us about removing 

it. 

 

Ken Ceaglske 

General Manager 


