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Connections card 
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Manager’s Message 4 

 

CO-OP CONNECTIONS LOCAL BUSINESS 

PARTICIPANTS  

(CHECK WEBSITE FOR REGIONAL AND 

NATIONAL DISCOUNTS): 

 Herren Brothers True Value 

 Same As It Once Was 

 Country Corner Hair Shop 

 Rough and Refined 

 Miller Soap Company 

 Bloomers 

 

2019 Scholarship Applications are available 

on our website, in the high schools and at 

our office, beginning January 1st. 

 

Due date for applications for the Basin 

Electric (WY High School only), Tri-State 

G&T and NEA’s Traditional and Non-

traditional scholarships is Friday, February 

22. Applications must be received in our 

office by 4 p.m. on the 22nd. 

NEA will be closing at 3 pm on Christmas 

& New Year’s Eve. We will be closed all 

day on Christmas & New Year's Day. 

If you have questions or concerns, call 800-322-0544 or 334-3221 and speak 

with Twyla. 

Eleven WREN magazines are put out each year. January is 

the excluded edition. One important thing happening in Jan-

uary is: 

Nominating Committee appointment by the Board of Direc-

tors.  

We will be posting Nominating Committee information in the local 

papers and on our website and social media. If you are interested 

in being a candidate for the Board of Directors, you will need to fill 

out a Candidate Interest Form.  

Stop in our office if you prefer to speak directly with someone. 

The Committee will be meeting in February to nominate for 

the Board of Directors. This is the first step and an important 

part of our starting work on 2019 Annual Meeting. 

Annual Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 16th at the Nio-

brara County Fairgrounds in Lusk, WY.  

Membership participation is what makes a Cooperative great—

please plan to be a part of the 2019 Annual Meeting. 



Page 2  

We are Happy to announce Kacy Jo Bailey has 

joined the NEA team. 

In November, Kacy hired on and is training to take over Bookkeeping. 

You may already know Kacy as she is a local resident of Niobrara 

County and worked previously at the Lusk State Bank. We welcome 

Kacy and look forward to introducing her to you in person at the An-

nual Meeting in May. 
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www.niobrara-electric.org  

www.facebook.com/NiobraraElectric 

Alexis Morgan, 3rd place 

Yearly recertification, testing the critical 

skills of Hurt-man Rescue; both pole top 

and from a bucket truck. 

Charles 

Kleinberg 

and Rick 

Bridge work-

ing together. 



nea@niobrara-electric.org 

PO Box 697 Lusk, WY 82225 

"This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer." 
 

  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—5:00 pm 

Fridays  7:30 am—

4:00 pm 

Electrician Department 

6:00 am—4:30 pm (M-TH) 

Outages ....1-800-322-0544          

or 307-334-3221 

Phones are answered 24 hours a 

day.  Phones will be answered by 

Niobrara Electric Association 

during office hours and  the Nio-

brara County Sheriff’s office will 

take all other calls and dispatch 

NEA personnel.  

Energy use: myths and facts 

 

In the face of rising energy 

costs, consumers are looking for 

ways to reduce their energy use. 

Although there are a lot of good 

ideas out there, there also are a 

lot of misconceptions about 

what is really effective. Here are 

some of the most common 

myths and the facts to set you 

on the right path. 

 

Myth:  Screen savers reduce 

energy use. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

         District 

 

John Hester     1         Keeline, WY President 

Andy Barnette    2        Lusk, WY 

David Keener         3         Marsland, NE Sec./Treas 

Bill Wilson           3     Harrison, NE 

Jack Hammond          1          Lance Creek, WY 

Jim Dunn           3          Harrison, NE 

Kenny DeGering          2          Lusk, WY 

Andy Greer    1      Lance Creek, WY 

JD Wasserburger   2      Lusk, WY  Vice President 

Board Minutes 

 

 Operations report updated the board on high load moves and the as-
sociated line rebuilds, contractor work and safety topics 

 Manager Ceaglske reported on TSGT irrigation education opportunity, 
large load activity, and some territory issues.  

 Director Hammond shared Tri-State business. 

 Director Keener shared NREA business. 

 

 

Some time ago, you may recall discussion on the Clean Power Plan (CPP), regula-

tions that were effectively driving safe, reliable, and low-cost coal baseload plants 

out of the market through excessive and sometimes impractical regulations.  The 

EPA has proposed a replacement rule known as the Affordable Clean Energy rule 

(ACE).  The new rule offers regulation that stays within the bounds of the generation 

stations, rather than ultimately reaching well outside the fence and regulating effi-

ciency at locations that are outside the control of the generators.  It also looks to re-

quire the use of reasonable and proven measures to reduce carbon output, not use 

some unproven pie in the sky technology of unknown cost.   

The industry is changing. Technology that was once very expensive is coming down 

in price.  Natural gas has gotten noticeably cheaper.  Solar and wind are maturing to 

a level where prices are more reasonable and stable, even though they are still sub-

sidized.  Battery storage, while still expensive, is becoming more reasonable.  Older 

baseload coal units have reached their economic life limits and have been disman-

tled.  Utilities try to squeeze just a little more output from existing units where practi-

cal.  However, many of the newer technologies like wind and solar have times of 

limited output.  Coal plants still cover that need.  The new ACE rule helps give a little 

direction to a reasonable path with consideration to reasonable rates and a reliable 

future.  

As you can see on the front page of the newsletter, the time for the Annual Meeting 

and director elections is starting to come into view. If you have interest in the nomi-

nation committee or becoming a director, please get in contact with me, Twyla, or 

one of your directors.   

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and the best for the upcoming new 

year 

Kenny 

 


