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CO-OP CONNECTIONS LOCAL BUSINESS 

PARTICIPANTS  

(CHECK WEBSITE FOR REGIONAL AND 

NATIONAL DISCOUNTS): 

 Herren Brothers True Value 

 Same As It Once Was 

 Country Corner Hair Shop 

 Miller Soap Company 

 Bloomers 

New Meters to Help Us Serve You 

Better 

Referring back to our November 2019 issue, Niobrara Electric Associ-
ation will be installing new, automated meters over the next few years 
to increase the efficiency and reliability of our electric system.  Improv-
ing the efficiency of both operations and electricity delivery can help 
us keep down costs for members. 

The decision to upgrade our metering system came mostly due to the 
fact that our current system of almost 12 years old, is obsolete and 
failing. We are no longer able to troubleshoot problems through a cus-
tomer service representative or get replacement parts for our equip-
ment as those parts are no longer being made.  

The new platform we will deploy is the Landis & Gyr Gridstream Auto-
mated Metering Infrastructure (AMI) system. This has come with an 
intensive field study done by our provider Landis & Gyr to strategically 
place all equipment (collectors, routers, and meters) in a place that 
will ensure proper communication to gather meter reading information.  

With the new automated meters, Niobrara Electric will be able to read 
meters remotely from the co-op’s headquarters, remotely connect and 
disconnect services at the time of request, detect any meter tampering 
or power theft, and have faster restoration times as we will be able to 
pinpoint areas affected by outages and respond quicker.  Remote me-
ter reading will save us time, labor, and money.   

The new technology can help us monitor the electric system in almost 
real-time.  We can use this information to make the process of deliver-
ing power much more efficient. Members can also expect to experi-
ence fewer blinks, surges, and spikes as a result of the upgrade. The 
metering products we have selected have met all FCC requirements. 
Data retrieval is limited to no more than 1% of each day.  

The meters, which provide hourly information about power use, will 
help consumer members understand how and when they are using 
electricity.  Armed with this information, Niobrara Electric’s customer 
service representatives will be in a better position to help members 
address billing inquiries.  

At Niobrara Electric, taking advantage of new technologies is one 
more way that we are looking out to better serve our members.  

 

 

Spring officially begins March 19, 2020 
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The NEA Board has selected a new General Manager. The new GM will start work here in 

March. Look for more information in the April newsletter. 
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www.niobrara-electric.org  

www.facebook.com/NiobraraElectric 

Charles 

Kleinberg 

and Rick 

Bridge work-

ing together. 

Dylan Miller 

Morgan Staudenmaier 

YELC is not just another camp. Youth Energy Leadership Camp or YELC is a hands on, activity filled experience 

for CO-OP member teens who want to meet their energy driven counterparts from other CO-OP/PPD service 

territory in NE & WY. 

While making life-long friendships, and learning about the electric industry, attendees will also solve issues in 

workshops, hear presentations and see demonstrations from regional experts on rural electric industry issues. 

They’ll also go canoeing, play sports, enjoy a banquet/dance and tour the Gerald Gentleman Power Station and 

Kinsley Hydro-Electric Power Plants. 

It’s a lot packed into a week! 

If you have questions, call our office and speak with Twyla. 



nea@niobrara-electric.org 

PO Box 697 Lusk, WY 82225 

"This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer." 
 

  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—5:00 pm 

Fridays  7:30 am—

4:00 pm 

Electrician Department 

6:00 am—4:30 pm (M-TH) 

Outages ....1-800-322-0544          

or 307-334-3221 

Phones are answered 24 hours a 

day.  Phones will be answered by 

Niobrara Electric Association 

during office hours and  the Nio-

brara County Sheriff’s office will 

take all other calls and dispatch 

NEA personnel.  

Energy use: myths and facts 

 

In the face of rising energy 

costs, consumers are looking for 

ways to reduce their energy use. 

Although there are a lot of good 

ideas out there, there also are a 

lot of misconceptions about 

what is really effective. Here are 

some of the most common 

myths and the facts to set you 

on the right path. 

 

Myth:  Screen savers reduce 

energy use. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

         District 

 

John Hester     1         Keeline, WY President 

Andy Barnette    2        Lusk, WY 

David Keener         3         Marsland, NE Sec./Treas 

Bill Wilson           3     Harrison, NE 

Jack Hammond          1          Lance Creek, WY 

Jim Dunn           3          Harrison, NE 

Neal Wurdeman          2          Lusk, WY 

Andy Greer    1      Lance Creek, WY 

JD Wasserburger   2      Lusk, WY  Vice President 

Board Minutes  

 Line Superintendent Rick Bridge spoke on Operations and 
safety, 

 Director Keener spoke on NREA business. 

 Director Greer spoke on WREA business. 

 Director Wilson spoke on Tri-State business. 

 


